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Cultivating Vegetables and Intercultural Communication

Omagari Agricultural High School
Rei Suzuki

I am learning agri-business at Omagari Agricultural High School.

This summer, | received an invitation from the teacher in charge of vegetables. He
asked me, "I will lecture on the cultivation of vegetables to some foreigners at school.
Will you help me?". We were to teach in English, not Japanese! | was puzzled, but I
thought it was a perfect opportunity to improve my speaking ability with native
speakers, so | decided to participate in it.

Six people from the United States, U.K. and Australia joined in the class. The
vegetables we planted were green soybeans, pumpkin, zucchini, yacon, three kinds of
okra and a kind of sweet potato called 'anno imo'. The work began with soil
neutralization using organic lime. We added compost, fertilizer, mulch and made a
furrow. We planted each seedling and gave them water.

For most of them, it was the first time to cultivate vegetables. Just once we taught
them how to make furrows and the method for planting the seedlings, but they
understood our instructions immediately and used the farming tools skillfully. They
were unexpectedly good!

Although I knew it was unnecessary, | was worried about my ability to teach them
well. However, whenever | saw their happy smiles, the anxiety that | felt about
whether 1 could teach in English changed to a feeling of joy and a sense of
accomplishment at the end of the project.

Communicating with the foreigners through the cultivation of vegetables gave me a
new dream. | will enter university after graduating from high school and further my
learning of agriculture and English. |1 especially want to learn about farming
traditional vegetables such as the Yokosawa curved leek or the Ishibashi thick
burdock which are local Daisen vegetables. | aim to be an international
agriculturalist sharing the traditional vegetables of Akita to the world. Anyone for
delicious kiritanpo nabe? I've got what you need.
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Cultivating Vegetables and Intercultural Communication

I am learning agri-business at Omagari Agricultural High School.

This summer, | received an invitation from the teacher in charge of vegetables.
He asked me, "I will lecture on the cultivation of vegetables to some foreigners at
school. Will you help me?". We were to teach in English, not Japanese! | was puzzled,
but I thought it was a perfect opportunity to improve my speaking ability with native
speakers, so | decided to participate in it.

Six people from the United States, the United Kingdom. and Australia joined in
the class. The vegetables we planted were green soybeans, pumpkin, zucchini, yacon,
three kinds of okra and a kind of sweet potato called anno-imo. The work began with
soil neutralization using organic lime. We added compost, fertilizer, mulch and made
a furrow. We planted each seedling and gave them water.

For most of them, it was the first time to cultivate vegetables. Just once we
taught them how to make furrows and the method for planting the seedlings, but
they understood our instructions immediately and used the farming tools skillfully.
They were unexpectedly good!

Although | knew it was unnecessary, | was worried about my ability to teach them
well. However, whenever | saw their happy smiles, the anxiety that | felt about
whether | could teach in English changed to a feeling of joy and a sense of
accomplishment by the end of the project.

Communicating with the foreigners through the cultivation of vegetables gave me a
new dream. | will enter university and further my learning of agriculture and
English. | especially want to learn about farming traditional vegetables such as the
Yokosawa curved leek or the Ishibashi thick burdock, which are local Daisen
vegetables. Now, they are in danger of extinction. One reason is that there are very
few producers of them because of aging farmers. Another reason is that few of the
younger generations are becoming farmers. | want to increase the amount of farmers
producing these vegetables not only locally but also globally. So, I aim to be an
international agriculturalist, sharing the traditional vegetables of Akita to the world.

Anyone for delicious kiritanpo nabe? 1've got what you need.
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Research on the intention to regional promotion by utilizing the current situation and forest of mountain village
Yukihiro TERUUCHI
*Grad.School of Agr.,lwate Univ. (Omagari-Agriculture high school teacher)
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